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January Cursillo Ultreya

The January Cursillo Annual Meeting and
Fellowship will be on Sunday, January
20th at All Saints, Appleton.

The Fellowship will begin at 2:00 p.m. The
business meeting will take place from 3:00

p.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Ultreya will begin at 330 p.m. and
conclude at 5:00 p.m. All are welcome! For more details, see
Cheryl Dobrzynski or any Cursillo participant in the parish. 

https://www.stpetersfalls.org/


Christmas 2018 Thank You's
Thank you to so many who helped make
Christmas 2018 so very special here at
St. Peter’s.

Thanks to Rick LeMahieu, Dale and Louise
Robson and the Tatters Group for setting up
and decorating the Christmas tree, and for the
Greening of the Church. Thanks to Joanne
Strassberger’s grandson Gavin Zimmerman for
stepping in as acolyte at our 5 p.m. Eucharist. Thanks also to all readers
and greeters who helped to make guests feel welcome, especially at the
5:00 p.m. Eucharist. Thanks to Deacon Greg and Barb Schultz for their
help at the 10:00 p.m. Eucharist. Thanks to all members of the Altar
Guild, especially Heather Schneider, for their work preparing the Altar
for three services, and for arranging flowers. Thanks to all who donated
flowers and to all who gave so generously in the Christmas offering.
Our Christmas celebrations were wonderful. Thanks, too, to our new music
minister, Anna Brnadt, for her leadership of favorite Christmas hymns, and
to Barb Zirwes Nysse for her wonderful solo, “O Holy night” which she
offered at the 5:00 p.m. service.

Parents' Day Out
On December 8th, our Sunday
School students and their friends
enjoyed an evening at church
without their parents. Thirteen
children and five adults watched
The Polar Express, made cookies
and crafts, ate dinner, and played
games, while their parents were
able to spend a few hours child-
free. Special thanks go out to
Julie, Marissa, Fr. John, Dale,
Benjamin Dozier and Laura
Reinemann for thir help in making
this event a success!



Children's
Christmas Pageant

On Sunday, December 16th, our
Sunday School children serenaded the
congregation with Christmas songs.

The songs were accompanied by the
story of Christ's birth as told by Fr.
John.

The children sang beautifully and filled
the church with Christmas spirit!

ST. PETER’S BOOK CLUB will turn to a classic,
"The Pilgrim's Progress" by John Bunyan, for its January
selection.

The club will meet at noon Monday, Jan. 28 at a new
location: Terrace Place Apartments, 1231 Eisner, in
Sheboygan.

Please bring a dish for our popular potluck and any ideas for
our February selection.  

Annual Meeting:
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
 
The Annual Meeting of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will
take place on Sunday, January 27t h  after the
10:00 a.m. Eucharist. We will be meeting in the
Fellowship Hall. Our order of business will include:



 
·        Highlights of ministries at St. Peter’s during 2018.
·        A financial report for fiscal year 2018.
·        A Review of the budget for 2019.
·        Election of Vestry members and Wardens.
·        Election of three regular and three alternate delegates to Diocesan Contention
(Friday October 26th  and Saturday, October 27th ).
 
Your participation in the Annual Meeting is very important to our life
as a parish community. Please make every effort to attend.
 
A brief Vestry meeting will follow the conclusion of the Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting Potluck

As a part of our gathering, we’re doing a
parish potluck meal. Please sign up to bring
a dish to share so that we can enjoy a time
of fellowship as we do our congregational

business. Sign up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall, and you also
can email Father john at frjohn@stpetersfalls.org to sign up for a
salad, main course or dessert.

Leadership Opportunities Available!
 
Do you have some interest in serving in leadership at St. Peter’s? We
have op-up to three Vestry seats available. Vestry members work
together with the Rector in the governance of St. Peter’s, with
particular focus on property and finances. The Senior Warden works
with the Rector and the parish to oversee the ministry of the parish.
The Jun ior Warden oversees the maintenance of the property as well
as anticipation of repairs and capital improvements.

Please let Father John, George Palmer, Rick LeMahieu or any Vestry
member know of your interest, or to receive more information.

Altar Flowers 2019Altar Flowers 2019

Please consider giving a financial donation to
provide flowers for the Altar for one or more
Sundays. The flowers beautify the space and
strengthen our worship experience. Sign up
sheets are available at the top of the stairs at the Elm Street entrance. If
you can’t sign up personally, let Father John know by email of a Sunday

mailto:frjohn@stpetersfalls.org


date you would like to give, and the wording for a thanksgiving or a
memorial for your gift.

Contribution Envelopes Available

If you have made a pledge for 2019 and write a check or give
cash for your pledge, please be sure to take an envelope
carton and print your name on the sign-up sheet. Be sure to
sign on the line with the number that matches the box of
envelopes you take. You also can use envelopes even if you
haven’t pledged. The envelope number helps our financial
administrator post your contribution to our giving records. 

Another Way to Give to St. Peter’s

Some of our members may wish to give a gift of shares of stocks. If
you’d like to make such a gift, please check with our treasurer (to be
appointed at the Vestry meeting following the Annual Meeting or talk to
Father John. The giving process is not difficult and promotes generous
giving to the ministry of this parish.

Worship @ St. Peter’s East -

Now that we have four members of St. Peter’s at Terrace Place Apartments, an
assisted living complex in Sheboygan. Residents include Joan Bruggink, Helen
Seubert, Pam Ellis and Mary Piehl. Father John is leading a service there each
month. Here are the details:
 

Worship @ St. Peter’s East
January 22n d - 10:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

Party Room, Terrance Place
1231 N. Eisner Avenue, Sheboygan

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

All are welcome to the at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall Meeting Room.
Refreshments are available.

The study follows the Wednesday morning Eucharist at 9 a.m.
 
We’re continuing our study, “Major Messages of the Minor Prophets”. The 12
minor prophets—minor only because their writings were much shorter than the



three major prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel—have a lot to tell us today about
God’s call to righteousness and justice. Here’s what’s coming:
 
·        January 9t h: The Nature of Repentance
·        January 16t h: The Description of God
·        January 23rd: The Description of the Outcome
 
Watch for details on the next Wednesday Bible Study series!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study - A Look at What's Ahead

Starting January 30th: Beginnings: A Look at the Book of Genesis

The Book of Genesis describes the beginnings of all of history, from God's
creation to why the people of God settled in Egypt before their slavery there,
and their release through Moses. We'll look at the creation stories, the call of

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the powerful story of Joseph. We have so
much to learn from the first book of the Bible.

All are welcome! Please join us!

Sunday Adult Forum will resume on
Sunday, February 3rd at 9:00 a.m.
in the Chapel.

A New series, Four Keys to Happy,
Healthy Relationships will look at
what it takes to build healthy
relationships with self, others and with
God. Watch for details.

Welcome to our New Music Minister!

After a careful search by the Music Minister Search Committee,
chaired by Barb Zirwes Nysse, St. Peter’s welcomed Anna
Brandt as our new Music Minister. She began her work here on
December 16th.

Anna and her family recently moved to Belgium, Wisconsin from
St. Louis. Anna has experience as a church musician in a variety of
church settings. She earned a master’s degree in church music from

Concordia University. She already has shown a lot of skill as an organist. As she settles into her
work within music ministry, she will develop our choir, which will sing on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month. As you have an opportunity, please welcome Anna and help her to feel at
home here!



THE WAY OF LOVE: PRAY
 Practice #3
 

 
As we have discussed the seven parts of The Way of Love,
we have looked at the first two practices: turn, and learn.
This month, we continue to practice the spiritual path
outlined by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. We seek the
spiritual discipline of prayer.
 
PRAYER: Dwell intentionally with God daily.
 
Jesus teaches us to come before God with humble hearts, boldly offering our
thanksgivings and concerns to God or to simply listen for God’s voice in our lives and
in the world. Whether in thought, word, or deed, whether individually or corporately,
when we pray, we invite and dwell in God’s loving presence.
 
Reflections from Father John
 
Prayer is central to a spiritual life centered in a life-giving God. Episcopalians are
truly blessed with a Book of Common Prayer, which can help to provide some
structure and direction for a prayer life shaped in and by Scripture.
 
The Prayer Book is filled with many kinds of individual prayers that meet specific
needs. There also is the pattern of the Daily Office—Morning Prayer, Noonday
Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline. Whether we use one or more, or all four
Offices, we have a well-developed course of Prayer and Scripture reading. Even if
done on one’s own, one also is saying the Offices with countless others in any given
day around the world.
 
The Prayer Book also offers a section for Daily Devotions, with brief settings for
morning and evening times of prayer.
 
The Prayers of the People offer different patterns to offer one’s own needs to God as
well as the needs of others and of the larger world.
 
Feel free to ask me for guidance in the development of a prayer life. I want to do all I
can to help you in The Way of Love.

 
Next month: Practice #4:WORSHIP.
 
                                                                                   In Christ,
Father John
 
 

Monarch 75



By Cheryl Dobrzynski

Monarch Cursillo #75 will be taking place on
Thursday evening May 2 – Sunday afternoon May 5,
2019 at Spencer Lake Christian Center near
Waupaca. Cursillo is a movement in the church that
helps people to get a better understanding of their
relationship with God so that they can become
Christian leaders. The leadership is in the form of
positive influence, not power, over others in our
workplace, home, school, social activities, and church.

The Secretariat, similar to our vestry, has chosen Vic Van Gemert from St. Anne’s
DePere to serve as the Rector for Monarch 75. He is a spirit filled bundle of energy
who I had the pleasure of meeting during Monarch 74. The Rector is a lay person
who is in charge of the weekend. He will be assisted by a Spiritual Director (clergy),
as well as many others. I had the pleasure of serving as Rectora for Monarch 74 last
year and it was an awesome experience!

St. Peter’s has had quite a few members go through Cursillo over the years. If you
are interested, or think you night be, please contact me, Cheryl Dobrzynski, and I will
be happy to answer questions or to get you started! You can also go to
www.monarchcursillo.org for more information. The cost is $170 which includes your
lodging in nice cabins, food, snacks, books, and other supplies you might need.
Financial assistance is easily available, so don’t let the cost deter you from this
opportunity.
All Episcopalians over the age of 18 are welcome! Our weekends are co-ed, but
sleeping quarters are separate. I keep hoping to get some more men from St. Peter’s
to come!!! Please think and pray about this wonderful opportunity to meet others
from around Northeast Wisconsin, to maybe learn more about yourself, and to learn
about your relationship with God, in a beautiful setting with a great group of people!

MANAGE YOUR CHURCH MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Now you can manage the information we have about your membership at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church! Since the first half of 2018, we’ve been implementing a new church
management software system that’s much easier to use—and where you can help in
keeping your information current. You can check to be sure that your address, phone
and email information is correct, enter your birth date and baptism information, and
check your giving record.
First, you’ll need to register on the system and choose a user ID and a password for
yourself. Here are the directions for congregation members to access the ChurcTrac
membership system at St. Peter’ Peter’s Episcopal Church. This information is
available to anyone who has given us their email address. The link to access it is:

1. Go to https://www.churchtrac.com/member_access.php?church=9204676639
2. Enter your email address and Passcode. For the first time, click on "I do not know my
Passcode," or "I do not have a Passcode". Enter the numbers in the box and click
Continue.
3. To retrieve your new passcode, go to your email and get your online access code
from the email sent to you from ChurchTrac Support.

http://www.monarchcursillo.org/


4. Go back to the ChurchTrac site and enter the passcode in the box and click
Continue.
5. This will bring you to Your Profile page, where you can view and update your personal
information, as well as the profiles of other family members.
6. The links on the top of the page will also give you access to your Giving History and
the Events Calendar.
7. If you want to change your passcode, click on the Gear icon.
8. Sign Out when you are done.

If you have any questions, email our Financial Administrator, Jenny Dewitz, at
info@stpetersfalls.org, or let Father John know. We’ll do all we can to help you get
everything accurate. And thank you, Jenny, for getting everything up to speed!

A WORD FROM THE RECTOR
           Have you ever thought about the meaning of
Epiphany? We are in the season of the Church Year
that begins with the three Wise Men following the star
to the place where it led—to the newborn King, Jesus.
And it ends on a mountaintop, with the dazzling
brightness of Jesus in the presence of Moses and Elijah.
Through the season we learn about the light of Christ
coming into the world, and how you and I can be the
light of Christ to those who are in spiritual and moral
darkness.

           But what does epiphany mean? Actually, that
one word is two words in the original Greek. It’s epi
(full, complete, total) and phanen (display, brilliance of
light). Sometimes we think about having an original
idea as if a light bulb suddenly came on. An epiphany is a profound insight, filled with
meaning, a glorious explosion of light into life. Many of us have had a light bulb go off,
when we figured something out or we made a connection of thoughts into an idea.
How many of us have had moments of incredible brilliance? When we have an idea,
we might say, “Aha!” or “I get it.” A moment of brilliance is when all we might say is
“WOW” or, “My Lord and my God!”

           Those who have ideas can make important contributions to human life.
Sometimes we call these people inventors; sometimes we call them philosophers.
Thomas Edison was a man of many ideas, particularly about how to use electricity to
give us the sort of light that we have today in our buildings and on our streets. He
was able to take the ideas and string them across a number of machines and devices.
For example, Edison laid the groundwork for the phonograph.

           Edison was a deliberate and determined inventor. But he developed his ideas
and the practical use of these ideas by building on the thoughts of others. He saw new
ways to use different things. But he could not compare to Nikola Tesla. Tesla was a
brilliant man. Edison thought about stringing light bulbs together with a small current
of electricity powered by engines or generators. Tesla discovered that lights could be
connected through waves of power. He saw the potential of solar power that took
nearly 100 years to realize. And the story could go on.



           In our life in Jesus Christ, given grace by the Holy Spirit, we can be used by
God to show not only the light of Christ, but the brilliance of Christ to others. Another
way of understanding how God can work in your lives is that the light of Christ in us
can display intelligence and understanding. The brilliance of Christ can display
wisdom and insight. We need smart people. We definitely need wise people in the life
of the Church A smart believer can help us do things differently. A brilliant believer
can help us see things differently.

           We are at that point in the life of the Church, and in the life of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church. We always can be better at witnessing to the truth of Jesus Christ
and the grace of salvation that we have in Christ. We very much need power to help
people who can see in a very different way how to be a church in the 21st  century, in
a digital age.

           On January 31, 1974, I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior.
The experience didn’t happen in a church, or in my family. The experience didn’t
come to me as an idea. While standing on a beach near San Diego, California, I gazed
out into the ocean with the reflection of a brilliant sun. That was an epiphany
moment. My life changed forever, and my way of thinking about faith and church
changed forever. Perhaps that has happened to you. That moment can happen to
you. And that moment can happen to a parish church. My great desire is to help St.
Peter’s have an epiphany in the Spirit to lead us into the next chapter as a
community of faith here in Sheboygan Falls—and far beyond.
 
                                                                                   In Christ,
                                                                                   Father John
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