
Easter Day, April 1, 2018 
 

Rising to life 
 

Listen again to the apostle Paul as he wrote to the Corinthians: “For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and 
that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day, in accordance with the Scriptures….” (1 Cor. 
15:3-4) This message is of first importance.  

We gather to worship on Easter because Easter is why we gather here. All of Christian faith and 
life is due to Easter. From a worldly perspective, Christmas is of first importance. We would not be able 
to celebrate Christian life had Christ not been born. From a human point of view, there could be no 
resurrection. Yet many important people in history, for good or for ill, have been born. The great majority 
of human beings rise to life from the cradle. Those of great importance have monuments built to honor 
them.  Only Jesus Christ has risen to life from the grave—and not just to life again, but to a life 
transformed. That’s why Easter is of first importance. 

But we’re not talking about Easter having first importance in life as a matter great truth (even 
though it is just that). The matter is why Easter is of first importance to you? What is it about Easter that 
makes all of the difference in your life? What can you say to someone who is lost, or confused, or 
uncertain about what really matters in life? In the Easter stories, a common thread is that the women who 
came to anoint Jesus for burial did not stay in place. They did not start talking among themselves, saying, 
“I wonder what this empty tomb means?” No, they ran to tell the disciples. They were commanded to do 
so by the figure sitting beside the empty tomb. But they ran also because they were overcome with awe 
and with oy. Christ is risen indeed! As we hear from Mark’s gospel, they’re speechless. 

That’s what amazing and wonderful events in life can do in us. The apostle Paul knew what it is 
like to rise to life through Christ. Just as we know, Paul knew: we receive what is of first importance in 
our journey. And we know, like Paul, that when the Risen Christ is of first importance in our life, 
anything that had been of first importance now is re-shaped. For Paul, before rising to life in Christ, he 
had of first importance the destruction of this very faith movement. When I came to know the Risen 
Christ, my notion of what was most important changed. I found a greater and better life in the Risen 
Christ. 

There are two essential points that we can find as we rise to new life in Christ and make the Risen 
Christ of first importance in our lives. First, in rising to life, we must come to terms with what is of 
first importance in our lives. Some people believe that family is of first importance. Others feel like 
money is of first importance. For some, work is most important. And, believe it or not, for some, church 
is most important. On this Easter Day, you and I are invited to take a good look at ourselves and ask 
whether the risen Christ is most important. When Christ is alive in our lives, then everything else is put 
into perspective. We can find no greater peace and joy in this human life until we make the Risen Christ 
of first importance in our lives. 

When that’s happening—when Christ is alive in us—then we find the importance and urgency 
in passing along to others what we have received.  Just like the first disciples, we are sent forth from 
the empty tomb to help others to discover that same empty tomb. We can help others to make the risen 
Christ of first importance in their lives. That’s the greatest gift that we can pass along to another person: 
new life in the Risen Christ. As he talks with the Corinthians, Paul shows how we can put the story into a 
very simple and powerful form. Then you and I become the example that can show others how rising to 
life can bring the deepest joy, peace and hope that can ever be imagined, and which is beyond 
imagination. 



Be strong in sharing what is of first importance and passing along what you have received. Help 
others to rise to life in Christ and make the story continue from generation to generation. Alleluia! Christ 
is risen! 

 
 


